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A “Right To Know” 
Versus Secrecy 


During the American Numismatic Association board 
meeting in New Orleans last August, Grover Criswell, 
board member, announced publicly that he would not 
be bound by any board decision to keep secret its 
decisions. 

During the February, 1973, interim meeting, Criswell 
again made his position clear, consequently, summaries 
of actions at that meeting were published in this news- 
paper, prior to “official” release by the executive direc- 
tor. 

On both occasions the board took no action to try to 
prevent Criswell’s announced intentions. 

The board’s acquiesence to his statements indicates 
the possibility that there is not, in fact, any legal rule 
that a board member is bound to secrecy, or that board 
meetings will be held secretly. 

In searching eight year’s records, (that’s all we have 
available here,) we could not find any such rule, although, 
there was a motion passed to prevent tape-recording 
the proceedings. 

Even if there were a board rule requiring secrecy, would 
it be legal? Is the board afraid for members to learn how 
they voted? 

Does the membership, with a vested interest in the 
affairs of the association, have a “right to know,” or 
don’t they have that right? Lpon joining, does a member 
automatically relinquish the right of inquiry or of dissent? 

Smedley, and others on the board, will not deny mem- 
bers the right of inquiry or dissent, as long as it isn’t 
DURING the board meeting; members may inquire or 
dissent AFTER the board has “done their thing,” but 
then it’s too late. 

Here, then, is the heart of the matter. 

The Federal Charter and Constitution of the ANA 
reads, in part: 

“Section 6. That the board of governors shall have 
the power to make such prudential by-laws and regula- 
tions as they may deem proper for the management and 
control of the business and affairs of the association not 
inconsistent with the Act or laws of the United States of 
America.” 

There CANNOT be a “prudential” by-law or regulation 
that forbids the membership instant knowledge of the 
debate and decisions of its own ELECTED board: IF 
there were, it would be inconsistent with the law of the 
land, therefore, illegal. 

The First Ammendment to the Constitution of the 
United States guarantees freedom of Religion, speech, 
press, and the right to public assembly. 

Smedley and others challenge those guarantees. 

The Tenth Ammendment reads: “The powers not 
delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited it by the States, are reserved to the States 
respecitvely, or to the people...” 

“or to the people,” is important, for “the people” 
are the membership of the ANA in this case, whether 
working in numismatics, railroading, clerking, housekeep- 
ing or running for Congress. 

The ANA Constitution and by-laws do not deny, nor 
prevent, any member the privilege of listening to or 
reporting on, any board debate or vote. Such prohibitive 
power has not been delegated to the board, therefore, 
it MUST remain with the people/membership. 

ANA members may lister. to most Senate or House 
debates, and record the votes, but they may not listen 
to ANY of the proceedings of their own, elected asso- 
ciation board member, according to the dictates of some 
members of that board. 

Are Smedley and his cohorts attempting to place them- 
selves on a level above our National Constitution, and 
above our Congressional bodies? Above our ANA char- 
ter? If true, and it appears that way, it is time they were 
removed from their “exalted” positions by the ballot. 
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From Om Readers ...e 


The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the publisher, who reserves 
S the right to edit all letters as deemed necessary. 
if requested, but unsigned letters will not be considered for publication. 


On my motion at the meet- 
ing Monday evening, the Albu- 
querque Coin Club voted to 
nominate you for president of 
the ANA. 


M, Ralph Brown 
Attorney at Law 
Albuquerque, N.M. 


You are a great campaigner. 

Your Bank Note Reporter is 
full of pep. 

Your picture is devilish, and 
your ads are lively. 

A subscription check is en- 
closed. 


Eric P. Newman 
St. Louis, Mo. 


I am a life member of the 
ANA, and I enjoy being a mem- 
ber, and I am going to campaign 
for you here in Michigan, as I 
am a District Representative. 

I am sure you will be our 
next president. 

Lam president of the 
IOWMC, a wooden nickel organ- 
tation, and also vice president 
of MSNS. 

Lots of good luck, Grover. 


Harold Anderson 
Caro, Mich. 


Thanks for sending me BNR; 
I think this is what the rag 
pickers really need. 

Best of luck on becoming the 
next ANA president. 


Dwight Morr 
Ashland, Ohio 


I was happy to read of BNR 
as reported in The Check List 
of Check Collector's Round 
Table. 

Hope you have success in 
your venture. 


Robert QO. Greenwalt 
Rosemead, Calif. 


Enjoyed your publication 
very much and would like to 
take advantage of your offer 
for charter subscribers. 

I wish you lots of luck on 
your run for ANA presidency, 
1 believe you won't have any 
problem, for we all know what 
a great job you're doing for 
ANA. 

You've got my vote. 

Keep up the good work! 


Bob Mitchell 
Orlando, Fila. 


Thanks very much for the 
first issue of your Bank Note 
Reporter. I certainly wish you 
the best of luck on your new 
enterprise as well as your can- 
didacy for ANA president. 


Russel L. Stockwell 
El Cajon, Calif. 


I would like for you to add 
my name to your mailing list. 

I recently had opportunity 
to see your paper and was quite 
impressed, 


George R. Frakes 
Oceanside, Calif. 
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As a friend for these past 
22 years, and as one who has 
seen you rise to great heights 
in the field of numismatics, I 
want you to know that I fully 
endorse your candidacy for 
president of ANA, 

In the Chicago area, I will 
exert my energy in your behalf. 

I wish you the best of luck 
in your campaign. 


Leonard Stark 
Chicago, Ill. 


Will collect as many nomina- 
tions as I can. 


James Walser 
Albany, N.Y. 


Even though I don’t collect 
paper money, I find your paper 
refreshing and interesting. 

The editorial about the Cook 
Islands Coins, etc., was very 
interesting, for it is great to see 
someone with the guts to stand 
up for the “plain old collector,” 
so here’s another vote for Col. 
Criswell as the new ANA presi- 
dent. 

How do you feel about 
changing from American Numis- 
matic Association to American 
Collector's Association, _ or 
something else similar? This 
would help get more people into 
the hobby, and the simplicity 
speaks for itself. 

Saw the name and address of 
a friend and schoolmate, Buddy 


Rogers, _ Beersheba Springs, 
Tenn. You left out the 
“Springs,"” SHAME on you! 


That's my old home town and 
a very historical place. 


John Robert Morrison 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 


Since you asked for an opin- 
ion, John, we'll say “No,” to 
the suggested name change, be- 
cause “Collector's” "seems too 
broad a term; it would include 
stamps, old automobiles, bot- 
tles, buttons, antique furniture, 
etc., etc. That's just too much 
to put under one roof, 

We'll be pleased, though, to 
print other comments on the 
subject, as we believe the asso- 
ciation belongs to its members, 
and if they want it changed (by 
vote, of course,) then, so be it. 

Evidently our “Springs” had 
come unwound when Buddy’s 
letter was typed; there are days 
like that, you know. 


Editor 


My heartiest congratulations 
on your new and great venture! 

We were in need of that 
for many years—but, as they 
say, better late than never. 

I already received one copy 
and find it “the greatest thing 
on paper!” 

Would you send me about a 
dozen nomination blanks for 
your ANA presidential candida- 
cy? I know a few dealers and 
private collectors who'll be glad 


to sign. 


Anne M. Willy 
Detroit, Mich. 


Congratulations on a fine pe- 
per. 


Sam Burgdorf 
Pembroke Pines, Fla. 


Names and addresses will be omitted 


Today I received a notice + 


-® 90000000000 


from Coin World that my sub- 


scription will expire soon, 
ing sick of all the insta 
Heirloom” plates, medals, and 
lithograph collector items in 
CW. I decided to let it expire 
and subscribe to the Bank Note 
Reporter. 

Now I find the same items 
in your newspaper. | 

Too bad! 

I feel it COULD have been 
a fine numismatic newspaper 
without ‘all that “get rich 
quick” stuff. 

If you ever decide to omit 
lithos, plates, and some medals, — 
let me know. I would be most 
happy to become a subscriber, 

Until then, to hell with CW 
and BNR, 4d 


Be- 


Charles L. Xerri 
Detroit, Mich, 


While we disagree with Coin 
World’s policy of accepting ad- 
vertising from persons or firms 
expelled or suspended from the 
ANA, we cannot disagree with 
the TYPE of merchandise offer- 
ed in their pages. 

If there was not a demand 
for “Instant Heirlooms,” as you 
call them, there would not be 
any producers (Mints,) dealers 
or advertisers. 

Economically, CW ad policy 
is very sound, regardless of what 
anyone may think of who or 
what is advertised therein, for it 
is the advertisers that pay the 
bills, Charles, Your three or 
six dollars subscription fee pays, 
hopefully, handling and mailing 
costs....nothing more. 

Questioning the ethics of ac- 
cepting advertising from the 
“XYZ Mint” is, in our opinion, 
a very moot point as long as 
they pay their bills, and don’t 
fall under the first paragraph of 
this reply. 


Editor 


I wish you every success, and 
hope to see you in Boston as 
our new ANA president. 


Ben Odesser 
Chicago, Til. 


Best of luck in your new 
venture, and also in your bid 
for presidency of the ANA. 


Claude Kewley 
Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


Congratulations, you are on 
your way. 

A good man will replace our 
present president. 


George W. Dunay Jr. 
Pittsburg, Pa. 


Best of luck for you to be 
elected as president of ANA. 


Merk Bandes 
Republic, Pa. 


I’m not a numismatist, but 
I do read the coin papers. 

Looks like you're campaign- 
ing like a real PRO’ 

GOOD LUCK! 


Abbott L. Dicksteen 
Democratic State 
Committeeman 
Flushing, N.Y. 


